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I rise because Minnesotans spend an
average of $16,000 a year on childcare,
as much as they spend on mortgage
payments, and Build Back Better
would address it.

I rise because the people of my dis-
trict have faced the worst housing
shortage in the entire country and
Build Back Better would create a hous-
ing acquisition fund to address it.

I rise because we need good union
jobs and Build Back Better would in-
vest in a civilian climate corps,
AmeriCorps, and home healthcare
workers being paid fair wages.

I rise because the people of my dis-
trict need the Build Back Better, and
they can’t wait any longer.

————
CONGRATULATING KATIE HEARN

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate
Katie Hearn for her appointment to the
Georgia State Rehabilitation Council.

Beginning as an intern for the At-
lanta Braves, this year’s world cham-
pions, Katie’s passion for the Braves
community propelled her to a full-time
position within the organization. How-
ever, at the age of 28, Katie was diag-
nosed with a rare brain disorder that
caused her to lose her sight.

Her illness forced her to step down
from her position as she adjusted to
her new normal, but Katie is resilient
and soon returned to the Atlanta
Braves, where she currently works as a
senior coordinator for digital and ac-
cessible services.

Katie has always been committed to
ensuring every visitor has an incredible
experience in Truist Park.

In 2018 the Braves awarded her with
the Walker Banks Award for her ex-
traordinary customer service.

Katie’s passion for providing oppor-
tunities to Georgians with disabilities
to live, work, and thrive in our State is
truly inspiring.

I am honored to recognize Katie for
this prestigious accomplishment, and I
am grateful for her service.

HISTORIC LEGISLATION EMPOW-
ERS THE GREAT LAKES REGION

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to applaud President Biden’s bi-
partisan Infrastructure Investment and
Jobs Act. This historic legislation is an
enormous win for the American people.

Finally, from coast to coast, in every
State, district, and territory of our Na-
tion, the Infrastructure Investment
and Jobs Act will deliver significant
new resources. Together, America will
restore our Nation’s crumbling infra-
structure. Together, we will create mil-
lions of good-paying jobs over the next
decade.
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The Great Lakes region will be em-
powered with billions of dollars to re-
build our roads, bridges, rail lines, revi-
talize our water infrastructure and air-
ports. We will deploy modern
broadband connectivity and new car-
bon-free energy systems.

By properly rewarding those who
make and build what makes and builds
America, we will create a fairer, more
just, and more prosperous future for
our middle-class workers, families, and
communities.

For years there has been talk about
infrastructure. President Biden is de-
livering and building back better for
Americans from coast to coast.

0O 1645
NOTHING COMES FOR FREE

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, this
Friday the Congressional Budget Office
allegedly will release their assessment
of President Biden’s Build Back Better
agenda under budget reconciliation.

Their assessment will determine
whether the Democrats have come up
with enough tax increases and other
measures that will actually cover the
cost of the bill over the next 10 years.

But the White House seems to now
believe that the nonpartisan Congres-
sional Budget Office isn’t qualified to
provide us with an objective cost esti-
mate, even though that is the entire
point of the CBO.

As the Congressional Budget Office is
forcing the Biden administration to ac-
knowledge that their Build Back Bet-
ter agenda will certainly cost a lot
more than the zero dollars he initially
claimed, Biden is still telling Demo-
crats to disregard the report.

Madam Speaker, nothing comes for
free; and so far, initial estimates from
the Congressional Budget Office show
that the Build Back Better agenda will
increase our national deficit by more
than $150 billion each year.

Had it not been for some Democrats
listening to the Republicans’ insistence
that we don’t vote until we at least
have a price tag, President Biden prob-
ably would have been able to sneak
this through the House without having
to admit its true cost.

———

REPORT ON THE SOUTHERN
BORDER

(Mr. GROTHMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, I
haven’t seen the Vice President at the
border lately. I was down there about a
month ago, and I just want to share a
few things that I learned down there
that maybe somebody else can pass on
to her.

First of all, when you’re at the Yuma
center, when you walk along the path
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the people walk to get in this country,
it is littered with photo IDs. Obviously,
people do not want the United States
Government or Border Patrol to know
who they are. So this is a sign we are
getting people in this country who
have a lot to hide.

The second thing to point out that I
was not aware of until I talked to the
Border Patrol, is they feel they don’t
have the right to test somebody for
COVID. We know that some people who
are testing positive are already let in
the country. I was not aware until I
went down there that it is the current
policy if you say, I want to test you for
COVID, and you refuse, they just let
you in.

The third thing I want to point out is
that apparently they are advertising
on Central American TV for people to
come here.

Obviously, if we had a better rela-
tionship with those Central American
countries, this wouldn’t be going on,
but if you wonder why so many people
are coming here, it is because the drug
gangs are advertising on TV.

———
THANKSGIVING TAX

(Mrs. STEEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. STEEL. Madam Speaker, we are
just 1 week away from Thanksgiving,
and American families are bracing for
one of the most expensive in history.

The cost of almost everything is up;
from the turkey to the pumpkin pie,
your Thanksgiving meal will cost you
significantly more than last year’s.

Rising costs aren’t just making it
hard to put food on the table. The price
of a gallon of gas is up 61 percent na-
tionally from last year, making it
more expensive for families to travel to
loved ones this holiday season.

Inflation is a hidden tax that hurts
the lowest income Americans the most.

This Thanksgiving tax is just the lat-
est example of bad economic policies
that are making life for Americans
more expensive.

Throwing trillions of dollars at the
problems we are facing is not the solu-
tion and will only make these issues
worse.

————

VACCINE MANDATES ARE
UNCONSTITUTIONAL

(Mr. FALLON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FALLON. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to discuss the unconstitutional
overreach shown by this President in
his recent vaccine mandate. And don’t
be fooled, this is nothing more than an
attack on frontline workers, small
businesses, and the rights of every
American.

OSHA’s regulatory powers are lim-
ited to the workplace and the work-
place alone.

Joe Biden is now trying to use OSHA
as an instrument in his political game;
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